Almanac for July 6, 2008
It is Sunday, July 6, 2008. It’s the 188th day of the year … the year is more than half over already. This weekend, most people are still celebrating Independence Day, here in the United States. Fireworks are going off in many cities … even if the legal and state-sponsored shows are over, fire crackers, roman candles and other private displays, legal or otherwise, will be going off for a while.

The moon will be void of course at 6:04 am, and enter Virgo at 7:04 am.

Today marks the anniversary of Scott Cunningham into the Ancient Pictish Gaelic Way in 1981.

On Tuesday, the Moon will be void of course at 12:21 pm, and enter Libra at 1:31 pm. 

The Nonae Caprotinae, the oldest women's festival honoring Juno, the Great Mother in her fertility aspect. I’ve seen various dates for this festival, from the 7th to the 9th, so I’ll leave it at the 8th. As many festivals began on the night before, it seems a reasonable place.

Tuesday is also the start of the Celtic tree-month of Holly. 
Wednesday marks the death of Herman Slater, who was the owner of the Magickal Childe, an occult bookstore in New York, on this date in 1992. It also marks the birth of Amber K. a Wiccan author and priestess.

On Thursday, the moon will be void of course at 10:14 pm and enter Scorpio at 11:35 pm.

Upcoming events include:
Each Sunday, the NewEnglandPagansandWitches hold a healing prayer circle.

Title:   Prayer Requests   Date:   Sunday July 6, 2008 Time:   8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Repeats:   This event repeats every week. Location:   Your own home Notes:   Please answer this request post stating your reason for healing energy and/or prayers sent your way. Prayer requests can be asked for other than healing and for other than yourself.
A white candle will be lit for you on Sunday unless you request another color to be used. This is a group event so the more people involved the better. Feel free to join sending out energy. Always keep in mind that requests are always done for the highest good of all concerned. This may mean the outcome may be different than we hope for. The spiritual healing work we do is designed to work in harmony with other treatment modalities, not as a subsitute.

If you have a prayer request, you can join the NEPagansAndWitches Yahoo! Group and post your prayer request.
This Saturday, July 12, from 2:00 to 6:00 PM, the NH Seacoast Pagans will meet at Karnan House on State Street here in Portsmouth.

Come on over and join us … good coffee and tea, and possibly something to eat if someone brings some snacks … and great conversation. For more information, visit:

http://nhspagans.numachi.com
On Sunday, July 13, there will be an open circle at Gardenias book store, at 11 Birch Street in Derry. This is for the Full Moon in Aquarius, hosted by the class currently in training.

Please arrive by 7:30 for the ritual which begins at 8:00 pm.

More information is available at 603-432-3977 or at

http://mygardenias.com
Tonight’s poem is by Emma Lazarus, entitled “The New Colossus”. Most of us remember one single line from this poem, not knowing its entirety. Emma Lazarus was born on July 22, 1849 and died at the age of 38 on November 19, 1887. This is her best known poem, which I suspect you’ll recognize and understand momentarily.
The New Colossus 
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
"Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 
Music: Cancer
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