A Pagan Primer – 17

Solstices and the tropics

This week, while discussing Litha, I thought I might go over what exactly happens at the Solstice

on a physical level.

I've mentioned in previous editions that the word Solstice cold be translated as "Sun Stands Still", which

is what appears to happen on the longest and shortest days of the year. On our Summer Solstice, or Litha,

the Sun reaches its farthest Northward progression, an on this day, appears to move no farther

Nortward ... it stands still today, and begins its retreat to the South, and our days will begin, from this point

to get shorter.

In the Southern hemisphere, the action is opposite ... today is the middle of their winter, and the days 

are at their shortest. During the Equinoxes, not only is day and night equal here, but the daytime

and night-time are equal over all the Earth. Daytime in the North is equivalent to daytime

in Australia.

What's also interesting to note is the definition of our tropics. Most everyone knows that we have a

Tropic of Cancer and a Tropic of Capricorn. But why do they have these names?

At the Summer Solstice, if you are standing at the Tropic of Cancer, at precisely Noon, the Sun will be

directly overhead. The word "tropic" comes to us from the Greek word "Tropos", meaning "turn". This 

references the Sun's "turning", or changing of direction at the Solstices.

Centuries ago, when the tropics were given names, at the time of the Summer Solstice in the Northern

Hemisphere, the Sun was in Cancer. At the time of the Winter Solstice, the Sun was in Capricorn. 

Today, the Sun is actually in the Constellation of Taurus at the Summer Solstice. The point is that 

The tropics were given astrological names, which are still used in the modern world today.

There are monuments to the tropics at various places on Earth. People would mark those locations where

the Sun was directly overhead at the Solstice with monuments. What's interesting to note though

is that the tropics are actually not fixed. Due to the way our Earth orbits the Sun, as well as precession

(changes in alignment of the Earth's rotation) and other factors, the tropics will actually move

North and South. 

Currently, the Tropic of Cancer is at 23degrees, 26' 22" North of the Equator. If you were standing on this

line of latitude at Noon today, the Sun would have been directly overhead. While the Tropic of Cancer 

doesn't pass over lan in the United States, though I believe it passes over a bridge in the Florida keys, 

it does pass over the United States and 17 other countries, including Egypt and a number of Arabian

countries, from whom we get much of our astrological understanding.

As the Sun appears to turn at the tropics, this is an especially good time for working magic which 

involves turning or changes in our lives. It's a good time to commit to new longer lasting ventures

and making changes that have a deep impact on our lives. If you're planning on career changes or

searching for a new spiritual path, the Solstice might be a good time to commit to investigation

and opening yourself up for those opportunities.

