This week, Governor Bill Ritter signed into law SB 200, which is Colorado’s new non-discrimination law. This law, as well as providing for equality without regard to race, age or religion, provides protection based on sexual orientation, meaning that a transsexual person now doesn’t have to wait until they find a single-use restroom. A MTF transsexual doesn’t have to worry about being arrested for using a women’s rest room, or about getting beat up while using a men’s rest room. This is actually a very small portion of this law, but it gained a great deal of attention this week.
James Dobson and his organization, Focus on the Family have started a new advertising campaign attacking this law. They are trying to equate transsexuality with pedophilia and are working to raise fear throughout the country, that our children are now in danger.

I’m not going to put words in Dr. Dobson’s mouth, but I do want you to hear them for yourself. Here’s Dr. Dobson.

Here, I play the focus on the Family Segment.
Listening to his words, you might come away with the impression that this law is about restrooms. It’s not. It’s about civil rights in the area of everything from housing to loans. You might get the idea that it’s about homosexuality or transsexualism. It’s actually about religion, race, age, sexual orientation … it protects everyone.

This is not a law that will endanger children. Dr. Dobson would have people think that transsexuals are dangerous people. The fact is that transsexuals are people who are in danger. Transsexuals are quite likely to get beat up or killed, or be the victims of suicidal feelings because of the way they are treated. Not so long ago, (and I don’t know the actual statistics today) 50% of transsexuals were dead by the age of 30, as a direct or indirect result of the treatment they received at the hands of a society that hates them.

In many schools, transsexual students are required to use a teacher’s rest room because they are in danger. An MTF transsexual in a boy’s rest room in many high-schools is quite likely to receive one or more beatings in their high-school career.
If you take the time to look, you’ll find that Focus on the Family neglected to place a link to the text of the particular bill on their web site. It’s much easier to get people riled if you don’t let them know exactly what’s going on, and only present your own spin. If you want to see the entire text, there is a link to it on paganfm.com. I’ll also put a link to Dr. Dobson’s segment so that you can refer back to it if you want.

Personally, I applaud what Governor Ritter and the lawmakers have done in Colorado. I do hope that other states follow suit, and let our country know that everyone is equal, whether straight or LGBT. We’re not looking for special rights … just equal rights. As a transsexual, I occasionally need to use a restroom as well and I’d prefer not to be in danger when I do. 

Anyway, that’s enough bathroom talk … let’s get to some music.

