A review of Bonewits’s Essential Guide to Druidism
Druidism is a bit different from other Pagan paths. It is both an historical religion, and it lives today as somewhat of a recreation of that historical religion, unlike Wicca, which was an entirely new creation some 50 years ago.

Bonewits does an excellent job describing the various incarnations of druidism, from the paleopagan druids of the ancient Celts, to the mesopagan druidism of the mystery traditions of more recent history, which were not necessarily religious in nature, to the modern neopagan druidism which strives to construct, or re-construct the practices of the ancient Celts in a modern world.

Bonewits is especially qualified to write about this subject, having been, if not the, then certainly one of the motivating forces permitting the reconstruction of this religious movement today. It would be difficult to find a druidic path that is not in some way connected to Isaac Bonewits. He does not back away when he believes something to be wrong, and takes others to task when it is justified. In doing so, without being dogmatic, he draws a line between authentic neopagan druidism and the charlatans who seem more than happy to separate the unwitting from their money.
Bonewits’s Essential Guide to Druidism is a history, a survey of current practices, a guidebook and an invitation. It is very non-dogmatic, often humorous, bold, at times critical, and far more scholarly than the author seems willing to admit.

When it comes to understanding neopagan druidism, this book is exactly what it claims to be. If you want to understand modern Druidism, Bonewits’s Essential Guide to Druidism is precisely that.

The writing is somewhat scholarly but very approachable to most people with a high-school reading level. The research is impeccable. I recommend it to anyone who wishes to understand modern druidism. The bibliography is extensive and emphasizes modern scholarship and research rather than the speculation that prevailed a few decades ago. There is also an extensive listing of online resources.
This book is currently available at your local bookstore.
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